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35TH ANNIVERSARY OF INVASION
OF CYPRUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recall an anniversary that for
the past 35 years has plagued the Cyp-
riot and Hellenic communities, as well
as all freedom-loving people. Mr.
Speaker, even though the tragic events
of the Turkish invasion took place so
long ago on July 20, 1974, the pain and
suffering is still felt because the divi-
sions of the invasion still exist, unfor-
tunately.

This week is a time for this body to
solemnly remember the Turkish mili-
tary invasion of the island of Cyprus,
to mourn those who lost their lives in
the invasion, and to condemn the ongo-
ing Turkish occupation.

On July 20, 1974, in flagrant violation
of international law, Turkey invaded
Cyprus and violently captured the
northern part of the island Cyprus’ ter-
ritory. As a result of the Turkish inva-
sion and occupation, 160,000 Greek Cyp-
riots, 70 percent of the population of
the occupied area, were forcibly ex-
pelled from their homes. In addition,
5,000 Greek Cypriots were killed, and
more than 1,400 Greek Cypriots, includ-
ing four Americans of Cypriot descent,
remain missing since the Turkish inva-
sion, and their fate is still unknown.

As a result of the invasion and occu-
pation, Greek and Turkish Cypriots
were forcibly divided along ethnic lines
and remain so to this day.

The United Nations has adopted nu-
merous resolutions which reflect the
universal condemnation of Turkey’s in-
vasion. Moreover, the European Court
of Human Rights has found the Govern-
ment of Turkey responsible for gross
and systematic violations of human
rights in Cyprus.

Cypriots should have the right to re-
turn to their homes, and the illegal
settlers who were transported from
Turkey to the occupied parts of Cyprus
should relinquish their homesteads and
properties to the rightful owners. Thir-
ty-five years is 35 years too long for
the island and people of Cyprus to en-
dure an illegal occupation and division.

Negotiations that began with Presi-
dent Christofias and Turkish Cypriot
leader Mehmet Ali Talat last year have
provided some measure of hope. Nego-
tiations are moving forward. The key
to a successful outcome of the negoti-
ating process and reunification of the
island remains with Ankara. A solution
to the Cyprus problem cannot be
reached without Turkey’s full and con-
structive cooperation. It is essential
that Turkey exhibit the necessary po-
litical will that would enable the nego-
tiations between the two communities
in Cyprus to move forward. A solution
must come from the Cypriots them-
selves and must serve the interests of
the Cypriots.
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Secretary Clinton promised me in a
recent hearing that the administration
would support a solution of the Cyprus
problem and, specifically, a
bicommunal, bizonal federation. The
U.S. should use its influence toward
Turkey to also actively and publicly
support the process and the reunifica-
tion of the island as a bicommunal and
bizonal federation.

Mr. Speaker, let’s hope the people of
Cyprus won’t have to suffer another
yvear longer. Let us hope that Cyprus
will once again be a unified nation
where all freedom-loving Cypriots can
live together in peace.

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAzIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, we're here for the next 60
minutes to talk about the need to get
health care, affordable accessible
health care to all Americans; but be-
fore we do, I want to yield to my good
friend from Ohio who’s going to join us
for this hour to share with us some
pretty exciting news about his home
district.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Well, we have in
Youngstown, Ohio, we have a Youngs-
town business incubator, and we’ve had
some debates on this floor about a vari-
ety of issues, earmarks, different
things. And one of the issues that I
have been pushing, and I know a lot of
Members, is reinvestment back into
communities in the Midwest that were
once steel or rubber or industrial cities
to invest in new technologies.

And we have been doing that in
Youngstown, Ohio. We have a great
business-to-business software incu-
bator there. And recently in the latest
edition or latest issue of Entrepreneur
magazine, you may or may not be able
to read, the 10 best cities to start a
business, and down here in parenthesis:
Youngstown, Ohio, Anyone? So we’re in
there with some major metropolitan
areas across the country who have been
doing great things, but in Youngstown,
Ohio, in the Mahoning Valley we’re
emerging, I think, from years and
years of steel-making into advanced
manufacturing and business-to-busi-
ness.

It’s great. To the gentleman from
Connecticut and the gentlelady from
Maryland, this is the best issue of En-
trepreneur magazine they’ve ever put
out. And I commend to you this issue
and read with great excitement, as we
have.

July 22, 2009

And we have a local convention cen-
ter there that’s doing great and has
made money for the first time in the
second quarter and they’re doing tre-
mendous. We have got a lot of great
shows. We’ve got downtown living.
Anyway, it’s happening like a lot of
cities in Connecticut, I think, that
have made comebacks.

So I wanted to just plug our local
business incubator, thank Jim Costner
who runs the incubator; Michael Bro-
kerage who ran the company that was
highlighted in here and look forward to
our health care discussion as well, so
that these small businesses can prosper
in the future because we have a sane
health care policy going here in the
United States.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. If you
pick up that issue, you can also read
about pet airways and the shiny object
of the month as well.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Absolutely. What-
ever you need, it’s all in here.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. It’s a
good issue.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. This is ‘‘the”
issue. In fact, they may just wrap it up
and say we’'re never going to have a
better issue than the one we just issued
so we're done.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Well,
congratulations, Mr. RYAN of Youngs-
town, on a very well-deserved accolade,
and you know, in some way it’s a good
segue to what we’re going to talk
about tonight, which is the need for
this Congress to pass health care re-
form that revitalizes our economy,
that cuts the cost of providing health
care to employees for the thousands of
businesses in Youngstown, Ohio; in
Connecticut; in Maryland that are
right now struggling to match revenue
with expenditures to cut the cost of
health care for the millions of Ameri-
cans who don’t have it today and des-
perately need it, you know, cut the
cost of health care for the Federal Gov-
ernment that right now is about to
bankrupt itself through major in-
creases every year in the amount of
money that we have to put out for
health care.

So, listen, families in my district,
they didn’t figure out that this econ-
omy was in trouble when the banks did
and the investment houses did last Oc-
tober, November. You know, they knew
this economy was in crisis long before
that when they saw their wages stay
flat over the last 10 years while their
employer heaped more and more of the
cost of health care on their backs.

They figured out that this economy
was in trouble when they showed up to
get an MRI and they were charged a
$200 deductible. They found out this
economy was in trouble when they
went to get health insurance in the
new town, new State that they moved
into and found out because their
daughter had a complicated preexisting
condition that they were uninsurable
and that they were going to bear the
full cost of care for their family.
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